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Most Recent Comments
	
    	                1 comments	
                        
                            Tony Flannery: Talk in the Clayton Hotel, Galway, on Wednesday March 27th at 7.30pm
                        
 
                        March 14 2024
                        
                            Pat Lavelle
                            Is Pope Francis personally aware or Fr Tony’s situation, if he is, what is his position? If he isn’t, it’s time to make him aware with the strongest points.
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    	                1 comments	
                        
                            18 Mar 2024 – Monday of Week 5 of Lent
                        
 
                        March 18 2024
                        
                            Sean O’Conaill
                            In 2004 I heard René Girard interpret this story of Susanna as one episode of many in scripture in which individuals are oppressed by ‘crowds’ - multiple other actors bent upon expulsion or worse. 

René pointed also to parallels with the story of Jesus’s condemnation: the two elders in the story of Susanna with the two chief power brokers in Jerusalem in Jesus’s time - Pilate and Herod, who became ‘friends’ in the agreement that Jesus should die to pacify the city at a time of pressure and crisis. 

And the common theme of all of these stories is that the innocence of the intended victim is revealed. The woman in the Temple story may have committed adultery but she is not guilty of the sins of her accusers, the sins they had tried to deflect attention from by isolating and accusing her. 

Did the practice of human sacrifice that was apparently common to all ancient cultures arise from this scapegoating of individuals, to ‘offload’ the social tensions that arose from the sins - and especially the covetousness - of the many? And is it part of the gift of the Incarnation to reveal to us the same pattern in e.g. the practice of lynching, so terrifying in the post-1865 experience of African Americans, and the Rwanda atrocities of 1994?  

And what of the shaming of unfortunate young women in 20th century Ireland, and the regular tearing down of celebrated individuals in our own time, the ‘rituals of media’ that can culminate in the vilification and even the suicides of targeted unwary wanderers into ‘cyberspace’?

Two in every three of the Psalms again reveal the Trinity to be at the side of oppressed victims. This pattern cannot be anything other than the origin of the principle of universal human rights, also the principle of universal responsibility for safeguarding the lives of all others. We practise it imperfectly but we cannot do without it.
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    	                2 comments	
                        
                            17 March 2024 – St Patrick’s Day – 5th Sunday in Lent (B)
                        
 
                        March 17 2024
                        
                            Thara Benedicta
                            Key Message:
Can suffering become our attraction?

Homily:
Recently a person commented. "During Mass whenever the priest reads this verse, 'Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit', I did not like to hear it because I always wanted to be joyful. I did not like to suffer. But when I became older, on hearing the same verse I started thinking, 'Suffering comes whenever it likes. So any way I have to endure it'. Can't this verse be an attractive one?"

"Suffering became my attraction" - These were the words of realisation of Little Thérèse of the Child Jesus during her first Holy Communion. Until this time, she suffered without loving suffering, but since then she felt a real love for suffering. When we begin to love suffering everything else becomes easy. Our crosses become weightless. We will be able to carry however big our cross, just like our Lord Jesus. 

Let us understand through the life of Little Thérèse she died for Christ and gained many souls for Christ:

How did suffering become an attraction for Little Thérèse? She started finding joy only in Jesus. She repeated these words of the Imitation: “O Jesus, unspeakable sweetness, change all the consolations of this earth into bitterness for me.” So all bitterness also became sweet.

Little Thérèse had her little little means of falling into the earth and dying for the sake of Christ. What does it mean? All her little, little sufferings she offered to Lord Jesus, and she took initiatives to find opportunities to suffer for Christ. For example, when she was a student in art class, all her teachers always praised other students in the presence of Little Thérèse but not one good word about her. She tried to make good friends with another two girls, but she received only a cold glance from them. She tried to imitate other students and tried to get into the good will of teachers. She couldn't succeed. In all these bitterness, she found her sweetness only in her Jesus.

But our Lord Jesus does not allow us to live a dry life. He likes to astonish us with little little joys. Since Little Thérèse liked snow when she entered the convent, the monastery garden was covered with snow, even though the temperature was mild. The whole town was astonished at this little miracle. 

Are we nurturing a special child? Are we caring for the sick or the elderly? Are we dealing with difficult people? Are we suffering terribly? Let us hear from Little Thérèse, "One day, in heaven, we shall love talking to one another about our glorious trials; don’t we already feel happy for having suffered them? Papa’s three years of martyrdom appear to me as the most lovable, the most fruitful of my life; I wouldn’t exchange them for all the ecstasies and revelations of the saints. My heart overflows with gratitude when I think of this inestimable treasure that must cause a holy jealousy to the angels of the heavenly court. According to Little Thérèse all these may cause a holy jealousy to the angels of the heavenly court."
So all our extraordinary troubles, when we suffer for our Lord Jesus, may cause a holy jealousy to our dear Angels.

Little Thérèse was patient with difficult people, kind to rude people and readily forgave everyone with a sweet smile. These are little sufferings which can carry many souls to Christ.

Let us not waste our suffering. Our sufferings have immeasurable worth when we offer it to our Lord Jesus. Let no tear fail to bring someone near to Heaven. We hear God's lament, "My children are perishing for lack of knowledge". There is no need to go and preach to them. They will not listen. But our prayers and sufferings can bring them to the foot of the cross. Little Thérèse's first convert, Pranzini, was a hard- hearted criminal. Though she could never meet him, or preach a word to Him about Christ, her loving prayers and sufferings brought him to Christ.
There is no weapon as powerful as prayer to change a person's heart. 

There was not the least bit of sadness in the atmosphere of the infirmary during her last sickness. Sister Marie of the Eucharist, Marie Guérin, wrote a note to her parents in which she said: “As far as her morale is concerned, it is always the same: cheerfulness itself. She is always making those who come to visit her laugh. There are times when one would pay to be near her. I believe she will die laughing, she is so happy!” 

Little Thérèse was in possession of a large repertoire that expressed the depth of her character: puns, tricks, mimickings, jokes about herself and the doctor’s inability to help. The source of her joy came from her total acceptance of the will of “Papa, God,” whom she was about to see face to face. “Don’t be sad at seeing me sick like this, little Mother! You can see how happy God is making me. I am always cheerful and content.”  
Throughout the life of Little Thérèse we see that it is fully embedded with sufferings. But she was always filled with joy and gladness. 
The little grain Thérèse joyfully died for Christ and reaped many souls joyfully for Heaven.

Dying into oneself is the real joy!!
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                            17 March 2024 – St Patrick’s Day – 5th Sunday in Lent (B)
                        
 
                        March 17 2024
                        
                            Soline Humbert
                            https://www.ncronline.org/earthbeat/viewpoints/st-patrick-shows-us-salvation-found-heart-world
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