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                            New Vatican document lists ‘grave violations’ of human dignity
                        
 
                        April 8 2024
                        
                            Soline Humbert
                            https://www.newwaysministry.org/2024/04/08/the-strawman-of-gender-theory-in-the-vaticans-new-document/
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    	                15 comments	
                        
                            Audio: Tony Flannery Talk in Galway Wed 27 Mar 2024
                        
 
                        March 29 2024
                        
                            Joe O'Leary
                            The clause that Sean picks out is translated variously: for instance, here it reads: “Who paid for us to his eternal Father the debt of Adam: and by his sacred blood cancelled the guilt contracted by original sin.” https://www.preces-latinae.org/thesaurus/Hymni/Exsultet.html 

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/piaculum 

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/cautio
 
“Qui pro nobis ætérno Patri Adæ débitum solvit,
et véteris piáculi cautiónem pio cruóre detérsit.”

“Who for us paid off Adam’s debt to the eternal Father and with his sacred blood washed away the penalty of the ancient decree”.

The theological background of this is rather vague: the chant “seems to have its origins in the 4th and 5th centuries in the churches of Spain, Italy and France, and was only slowly adopted into the liturgy of the Church of Rome.”

I suppose that the precise teaching of Augustine on Original Sin is not part of the background. St Ambrose, himself a liturgical hymnist, might be relevant. His account of Original Sin is cruder than Augustine’s: https://www.arcaneknowledge.org/catholic/original2.htm#:~:text=Ambrose%20of%20Milan%20(340%2D397,the%20question%20of%20original%20sin 

(One text of) Ambrose’s hymn Iam surgit hora tertia has the lines:

Haec hora qua finem dedit
Diri veterno criminis,
Mortisque regnum diluit,
Culpamque ab aevo sustulit.

This is the hour that brought an end
to that long-standing grievous sin,
demolished then the realm of death,
and rid the world of ancient guilt.

Of course the revolutionary line in the Exsultet is the Felix Culpa one — wherein the ancient weight of sin and condemnation is transformed into a blessing because it won so great a redemption (cf. Romans 5:20: Where sin abounded, grace superabounded)
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                            Joe O’Leary: The Nicene Creed in interreligious perspective
                        
 
                        April 5 2024
                        
                            Peadar O' Callaghan
                            Joe, your post on the Creed has led me to look up again some of James Heisig’s places on-line – what a great scholar and philosopher linking east and west spirituality and thought.
In her analysis of St. Patrick’s Confessio and Epistola in her book ‘PATRICK the Pilgrim and Apostle of Ireland’ (1998), Máire B. de Paor, PBVM gives the text of ‘his’ Creed, based she says on Romans 8: 16-17. It is incredibly beautiful and Trinitarian, and I often wonder was it the original Creed of the Irish church in its faith journey from Celtic beliefs to Christian and the ‘symbolum’ Patrick passed on when he baptized ‘so many thousands of people.’
de Paor (for whom I had the privilege of ‘writing’ the image/icon on the cover of her ‘Tadhg Gaelach Ó Súilleabháin - File agus Diagaire c. 1715-1795’, 2005) discusses possible influences on this Creed. I do not know of anyone who has studied this. An tAth. Uinseann Ó Maidίn, OCSO, of Mount Melleray, is a great loss in these matters.
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                            Tony Flannery writing in the latest edition of The Tablet – When Father Lets Go
                        
 
                        April 4 2024
                        
                            Peadar O' Callaghan
                            Tony, at the time of year when priests are invited by their bishops to renew their priestly promises at the Chrism Mass I found it sad listening to the recording of your talk and also reading your article in The Tablet. After listening, I found myself reading again your chapter, The Origins of the Priesthood, in your 2013 book, A Question of Conscience, in which you say, several times: ‘I am not a theologian.’ 

As the fundamental theologian is Jesus – the incarnate Word the classifications of ourselves as ‘theologians’ or not will depend I believe on our closeness or distance from him. In an effort for my own faith to understand his mystery - his Pasch, and get my head around the ‘theology of theologians’ I have been greatly helped by the works of the following biblical scholars. I mention these (if you haven’t read them already) because you have said in your talk that one of the advantages of the past years is the time you have to read, to study and to reflect.

The book I treasure most is André Feuillet’s book The Priesthood of Christ and His Ministers (English edition 1975, translated by Matthew J. O’Connell). I got my hands on this book after Joseph Ratzinger referred to it in his chapter. Jesus’ High-Priestly Prayer, in Vol II of his Jesus of Nazareth. Another part of my bookshelves is occupied by Albert Vanhoye’s: A Different Priest - The Epistle to the Hebrews, 2011; Old Testament Priests and the New Priest - According to the New Testament, 1986; and his Christ Our High Priest - Spiritual Exercises with Pope Benedict XVI,2008/10. 

Finding time to read and reflect is one of the great blessings of my retirement. Not to mention solitude and silence - o beata solitudo o sola beatitude! Whenever I would meet Fr. Tom Lane CM when he was chaplain at Knock Shrine in his retirement he used always ask: ‘What are you reading now?’ He felt it a great pity that priests involved in busy ministries did not have time to read.

The octogenarian priest, bishop and pope, Francis, is an inspiration to every ordained minister, sick or elderly, youthful or downcast, to live again with great trust and confidence the priestly commitment we made at ordination and renewed at Easter – on the anniversary of that day when Christ our Lord conferred his priesthood on his Apostles and on us.
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