

			Skip to content
		
	
		
			
				
					
	
				
			
									
											

																	
						
	
				
					Search for:
					
				
				
			














	


0
					
							
		
	


	
				
			
									
						
	[image: Association Of Catholic Priests]


					

																	
						
		
				
				Home
	Liturgy








	Weekday Homily Resources
	Sunday Homily Resources
	Presider’s Page



	Blog
	Events
	About
	Contact

		
	
	
					
							
		
	

				
			
					
	
	

	
		
			
			
	
		
			
									
						
	[image: Association Of Catholic Priests]


					

																	
						
	
				
					Search for:
					
				
				
			













	


0

		
						
						


		
	
		
			
			
				

	

		

				
		
			Oops! That page can’t be found.		

	
				
				It looks like nothing was found at this location. Maybe try a search?			


			
				
					Search for:
					
				
				
			








		
	
				
			
									
						
	
		


Most Recent Comments
	
    	                3 comments	
                        
                            New Vatican document lists ‘grave violations’ of human dignity
                        
 
                        April 8 2024
                        
                            Sean O'Conaill
                            Re the newwaysministry.org site, my security software reports that: "The connection for this site is not secure. www.newwaysministry.org uses an unsupported protocol."

Re 'Dignitatis Infinita' I appreciate Pope Francis's insistence that for each of us our dignity is intrinsic, fixed and therefore not socially determined. However, I wonder if he is anywhere close to realising that the differentiated dignity that was for so long accorded to clergy by the highest authorities in the church - and especially the unanswered questions re the episcopal cover-up of clerical sex abuse - are still seriously undermining the credibility of whatever the DDF or other bodies may think of saying about human sexuality or gender.

In the absence of a full, systematic and independently verifiable account of when and why the universal practice of secrecy in relation to clerical sex abuse began - in obvious defiance of the clear and emphatic censure of Jesus himself in Matt 18:6 - the suspicion must grow rather than diminish that it was concern for the credibility of the rule of clerical celibacy - and the scale of episcopal connivance at breaches of this rule - that determined this.  

With this very issue of mandatory celibacy now to be a subject of study by a Vatican commission - and Archbishop Charles Scicluna arguing that an end to mandatory celibacy could end the practice of Catholic priests leading 'double lives' - how credible will any further delay in ending this requirement be if these questions remain unanswered?

For the Catholic clerical institution in Ireland, including the religious orders, it is probably no exaggeration to call this question 'existential'.
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    	                3 comments	
                        
                            New Vatican document lists ‘grave violations’ of human dignity
                        
 
                        April 8 2024
                        
                            roy donovan
                            Soline, thank you for putting Daniel's enlightened analysis of the Vatican Document before us and helping us to live in the freedom of the children of a very big God. The Catholic Church has great 'backs'/defence but very few forwards!
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    	                16 comments	
                        
                            Audio: Tony Flannery Talk in Galway Wed 27 Mar 2024
                        
 
                        March 29 2024
                        
                            Sean O'Conaill
                            #15 Thanks Joe - fascinating as ever.  ' Felix culpa' is indeed is indeed the key to lifting the hangup on 'original sin'.  To attach 'guilt' to a fragility that is an inherited part of being human is surely a mistake.
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    	                1 comments	
                        
                            We Are Church Zoom Thurs 18 April 2024 – Bishop Brendan Leahy on Synod 2024
                        
 
                        April 3 2024
                        
                            Peadar O' Callaghan
                            It is great to have an opportunity to listen to another Irish bishop speak on Synod 2024 and maybe on the process of synodality as envisaged by pope Francis. Sadly, at the beginning of this month the death was announced of Gerhard Lohfink (2 April). Writing in 2013 he had this to say about the role of synods (in general) and the pastor, bishop, and pope.

“[In the same way,] a bishop today must represent the will of God. ‘whether the time is favorable or unfavorable’ (2Tim4.2), even against resistance in the local church itself. An official structure that is set up in such a way that the majority can decide the truth by vote is absolutely unbiblical. That is why in the Roman Catholic Church the synodal principle, which plays an important role (consider, for example, the election of a pope), is always augmented by the personal principle. The final assent to or dissent from decisions reached by a synod belongs to the pastor or the bishop or the pope. They are obliged to uphold the truth of the Gospel, the truth of the tradition, but they must listen with the greatest intensity to the ‘counsel’ they receive.” cf. No Irrelevant Jesus – On Jesus and the Church Today p.135.

I just add: having the ‘counsellors’ - the People of God actually at one’s elbows in the room is a start, but only so. As in the upper-room, knowing, cherishing, and accepting whose breath is on us needs an awareness and acknowledgement first of their presence. But for this exercise on the 18 April - ZOOM is ok!
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